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animal and attempts to take it by surprise. It tries to reach the heels or the hind leg. If it strikes, it sticks long enough to deposit its eggs on the hair. The fly does not make much noise as it approaches the animal, but the cow is probably supersensitive and is able to hear the approach even though man can detect no sound. Usually the animal tries frantically to reach some shaded place. Once there, the flies do not molest it. Sunny places favor the attacks of the fly. They are sometimes called heel-flies because they attack this part of the animal most. Animals which are harassed by these flies are sometimes referred to as gadders because they are continually on the move in an attempt to keep off the flies.
The eggs hatch out in two to six days. After hatching, the little worms or larvae crawl down the hair-stalk and attach themselves to the skin. They now begin to bore their way through the skin, which may be done in one hour and a half. Not much is known about these worms after they get under the skin. They travel about inside the animal's body for several months. Many of them have been seen inside the walls of the gullet. After a few months of wandering inside of the cow, the larvae start on their return trip. They reach the skin of the back about the first of January. When they arrive under the skin of the back, a swelling is noticed. This increases in size and soon comes to a head. The larvae increase in size, also, until they burst through the skin and emerge. After the swelling reaches its maximum size and the larvse are about ready to come through, it takes only a few minutes to reach the outside of the skin. The released grubs then drop to the ground. They find attachment under some nearby object and soon complete their development into adult warble-flies. They are now ready to start out in search of other cows, deposit eggs, and thus start another life cycle.
Grubs cause more damage than is generally believed. The reasons for losses are, first, the annoyance caused by the flies during the time they are depositing the eggs on the